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I have been involved in early childhood for more than 30 years in South Africa. The change in this sector has
been slow and fractured. The value of a child under 6 has often not been valued enough.
At last I now start to see some change happening. There are a number of reasons locally and globally for this
change. Two major influences are the work coming out of great universities like Harvard and The Brookings
Institute on how important the first few years are in the development of our human life. The second is the
work of James Heckman, who won the Nobel Economics Laureate for proving that investing early in the life
of a child brings a much higher investment long term for a nation than at any other time in a child’s life.
There is currently a document doing the rounds of what South Africa hopes to do for our children. It is still
open for comment and then will go to parliament later this year to become a policy that we as a nation will
follow. This paper together with the key principles in the National Development Plan make me excited about
our future. The focus is at last shifting to our precious little people.
Here are the main key drivers for this sector in the development plan:
•
We need to look at rural and urban programs differently to accommodate demographics.
•
Children under three will have different programs than those that are 4-6
•
Universal access to quality early childhood
•
Two years of compulsory preschool for all children by 2030
•
Working together for the health and education of our children
•
Ensuring that there are enough trained teachers for this sector.
BrainBoosters is well positioned to meet many of these needs over the next few years and to work with
government, community organisations and business to connect the dots and help bring this plan to life. It
will be a long road but I do believe this is a great goal that we can hold on to as a Nation to help change the
lives of our children and in so doing change the fabric of our society.
Come and join us by attending a marketing event or engaging with us.
LYNDA SMITH
CEO BrainBoosters
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FACTS:
• Virtually ALL learning from age 6 is
based on the ability to read!
• Expose a child to books and reading
in a fun, playful and non-stressful
way from 0-5 yrs old and they WILL
BE a READER for LIFE!
• Enthusiastic readers NEVER stop
learning & this helps them succeed
at whatever they do in life.
• READING is a GIFT for LIFE, it
opens doors to endless learning
opportunities AND no-one can take
away this skill.

“READERS are
LEADERS”

why READING
to and WITH children WILL impact
their future academic success.

If your child has the ability
to read well, the chances
are that learning will be
easier AND MUCH MORE
FUN!

HOW TO DO :
• Making sure your child becomes a
reader – STARTS with you.
• Surround your child with books AND
reading stories everyday IS best way
to begin.
• Reading daily is valuable, it creates a
curiosity about the world.

WHAT TO DO:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Be a good role model and
read yourself.
Collect a variety of books and read daily.
Make reading a REWARD something to look forward
to: EG. “If you can get (x) stars you can choose two
stories to read at bedtime”
Sit with your child on your lap or close to you, this
is so that stories and reading are associated with
pleasant, close, bonding and happy memories.
While reading, point to each word, but still read with
expression – the child’s brain takes “photographs” of
the words & stores the knowledge for
future reference.
Increase auditory memory skills and ask
them questions - during & after.
Encourage them to ask you questions,
talk about their feelings and thoughts.
Get them to ‘Re-tell the story’ in their
own words.
Help them FIND the similarities and
differences between various alphabet
letters & words.

LEARNING THROUGH READING
•
•
•
•

Word power!
Memory skills!
Increases concentration span
Builds self-confidence and self-esteem
Written by Kerren Reis (BrainBoosters Trainer)
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TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE
FOR YOUR CHILD
Going on visits to schools for the past year has
always kept me smiling and afloat, despite the
terrible day I may be having. Seeing children’s
curious faces and being welcomed by hugs,
reminds me of my purpose in life. Making a
difference in a child’s life is of importance to me.
Children have a way of melting our hearts with no
effort. Why can’t we do the same thing?
Seeing teachers in action with children is
enlightening. A teacher at a school mentioned,
inspiration and encouragement drawn from
children made teaching pleasant for her. My
strength is drawn from the positive energy
BrainBoosters offers: guided play, fun, learning,
parent involvement and the best is the children
in class.
Imagine if parents could put their positive energy
in being involved with their children? How could
this impact the classroom atmosphere? We try
to emphasise to parents, as much as it’s vital to
listen to your baby’s heartbeat, it is also critical
to listen to your child’s brain. BrainBoosters aims
at touching the hearts of parents and developing
children. We encourage parents to be more
responsive in their child’s education. Nothing you
do for your child/with your child is time wasted.
Jane D. Hull said, “The most overwhelming key
to a child’s success is the positive involvement
of parents.” Let parents be more encouraged
to partake in everything their child needs. It
is not only about assisting them with their
homework, but developing a bond with your
child. “It’s not just about the parents’ education
and income, it’s about interaction.” – Professor
James Heckman. Parent involvement reaches the
hearts of our children to be better beings. We
emphasise building relationships in our training.
Parental involvement is important not just selling
the product to them. Parents, teachers and
BrainBoosters CAN reach and touch our children
through education.

Written by Banyana Maluleke
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Thank you to Babeeze and BrainBoosters for the lovely
prize!
We can’t wait to experience Forum Homini and
especially Roots restaurant! Thank you too for the
BrainBoosters monthly prize - we are still having lots
of fun with it. Joshua’s favourite activities remain
reading and cricket - if it was possible to do both at
the same time he would!
Thank you again.
Anet Joubert

SALES - April 2015
Total Sales - R146,650.00

Congratulations to the Top 5
achievers in the various categories
for April 2015. We appreciate your
hard work and dedication.

COMMUNITY

CORPORATE

1. Eureka DIY Solutions (pty)
ltd
2. Rampadise Education Training
2. Forum Homini
3. Buffalo City Child Care
3. Tshikululu Social
4. Beyers Naude Trust
Investments
5. Jwalang
1. Slovo Centre of Excellence

SCHOOLS
1. Iphuteng Primary School Gauteng
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DIRECT SALES
1. Khaya Mayekiso
2. Lynne Newman
3. Myrlin Kyle
4. Linda Peens
5. Diane Evans

