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Language in the classroom
What is the best language of instruction for our children?

South Africa has many challenges
around education. One of the major
debates is around language in the
classroom and what is the best language of instruction for our children.
The complexity of eleven official languages as well as many children living
in South Africa from other African
countries adds another layer to this
complex strategy. In an urban school
it is possible to have children speaking different mother tongues. How
does the school choose the language
of instruction to accommodate this
mix?
We live in a multilingual world and
many children enter formal schooling,
speaking more than one language.
New brain science also has proven
that a small child can learn and speak
more than one language fluently if

there is love and engagement in a
specific language from someone
close to the child.

results. This program will form part
of the Catch-Up range for schools
in 2015.

Our national ANA results are showing poor literacy and numeracy in
a large percentage of our children.
Children switch over from mother
tongue to English in Grade 4. In
2011 only 31% of Grade 3 and 15%
of Grade 6 learners obtained above
50% (Zenex Foundation).

We have two more marketing days
where the Catch-Up Program will
be demonstrated. We would love
you to join us on either the 13th or
19th to learn more. Why not bring
a Grade R teacher or Foundation
phase head with you so that we
can help with the sales process.

BrainBoosters has developed a program for Grade R children to grasp
an understanding of English before
they enter formal schooling that
may help build skills and confidence
in learners and equip them to cope
better with the curriculum. We are
currently testing the program in
a school and getting remarkable

This is an ideal time of the year to
secure orders for schools planning
on using our programs in 2015.
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Have a great month of November.

LYNDA SMITH
CEO: BRAINBOOSTERS
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IN THE NEWS
ECD World Congress 2014

Prof Mary Young (Senior Harvard Advisor)
invited Karina to present BrainBoosters at
the 4th World Congress of Early Childhood
Development in Monterrey, Mexico. Karina
presented on the topic: Rethinking Learning
& Teaching in Early Childhood Development.
The document is availble for download.

RETHINKING LEARNING
& TEACHING IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT

Download the
document here

(Early Literacy & Numeracy)

EUREKA
VARSITY
SOCIAL MEDIA
Be in contact with us on all our platforms
‘LIKE’ our facebook page

click here

‘FOLLOW ’ us on twitter

click here

‘SUBCRIBE’ to our YouTube channel

click here
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EUREKA VARSITY
AGE is just a number

Winifred Sindisswa Masingi, Eureka
Varsity’s oldest student, celebrated
her 82nd birthday on the 7th July
2014. Wini, who despite her age,
enrolled at Eureka Varsity to get
a certificate qualification in Early
Childhood Development.

Wini is a fully qualified nursery
school teacher and when asked
why did she chose to study ECD,
she responded “It is in my blood, I
love it. I want to give children the
foundation and I want to revive my
knowledge of the new methods
as I am still working on the older
methods of ECD”. Wini further continued sharing her story of how she
and her late husband had attended
the inauguration of our late President, Mr Nelson Mandela on the
10th May 1994. As she stood there,
right in front, Mr Mandela said “We
have, at last, achieved our political
emancipation. We pledge ourselves
to liberate all our people from the
continuing bondage of poverty,
deprivation, suffering, gender and
other discrimination.” She was
motivated to provide jobs for others
so she and her husband had turned
their garage into a crèche. She started out with 4 children in 1994 and
20 years later she has 45.

EUREKA VARSITY

Wini in her Church Uniform

Her motivation and young spirit
has been fuelled by the worry that
teachers who are not trained or
qualified open crèches. She expressed her deepest concerns that
parents are not working, parents
are not involved and that children
are unable to attend crèche. She
strives to develop and train her
employees to make a difference
in the community and encourages
parents to become more involved
in their children’s education.
Wini highlights some of her biggest
accomplishments and proudest
moments, “I am an active member
for the African Methodist Church,
I had gone to America for a conference to teach people how to
dress, sew, knit and other social
activities. I got given the opportunity to preach and talk about the
bible. I also have 1 daughter and
1 grandson, God blessed me with
marriage, God had spoilt me with a
prosperous marriage”.
“I wish to have more qualified ECD
teaches who are dedicated and
love children” as she expresses her
hopes for ECD in South Africa, her
advice to young South African’s
who are wanting to make a difference in the ECD sector “is for them
to become realistic, they must
change and adapt their centres
and knowledge to today’s times.
As Wini progresses through her
qualification with Eureka Varsity,
she shares her stories, motivation
and love for education with her
peers. She has travelled an incredible journey and strives to make the
greatest impact in her community
through her learning centre. We
thank you Wini for contributing
positively to helping to build our
Nation and we wish you many
more years of success.

Principal - Active Learning
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PLAY CORNER
MONEY & children, teach them early and make money count

IN THE NEWS

Teaching children the value of money
from a very early age is VERY important
and essential.

ment into their future. Young children
can learn to respect, value and appreciate money if they are taught HOW TO!

Not only must children be exposed to
cognitive and physical learning areas,
BUT they MUST be exposed to REAL
money EARLY ON. This will help them
to make concrete sense of their world
and will prepare them positively for their
future.

HOW TO - Talk openly about:

FACTS - We live in a world of PLASTIC

WHAT TO DO:

and VIRTUAL money!
• Children do not see REAL money any
more.
• Talking about money at home is taboo.
• Money creates feelings of stress, panic
and anxiety in most adults this can be
changed if we start teaching children the
value of money from a very young age.
Opening a bank account for your child
at birth is a wise decision and an invest-

FROM THE FIELD
Reaching parents through Play & Learn

FROM THE FIELD and raise a child through education. One

Play & Learn reaches out to the hearts of
everyone and this time it has touched the
hearts of many fathers and volunteers.
AVI volunteers gave up their time and
joined up with parents to reach one common goal - educating children through
play. Play & Learn equips parents with
techniques to help their children. This
programme has encouraged fathers to
become more involved and active in their
children’s lives. Observing and experiencing the wonderful atmosphere at
Gahlanso and Thuthuka Primary Schools
makes one realise and agree “We cannot
hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own,” Ben Sweetland
said.

parent commented that BrainBoosters
was a classic and he doesn’t think this
programme will ever be outdated. Play &
Learn is key to making an impact on early
learning of many children and progress
of a nation.

Play & Learn helps different communities
to develop themselves, to stand up, unite
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- where you get your money from and
how.
- the costs of living: food, toys, clothes
etc.
- about how money can grow and can
“WORK” for you!

• Get real cash from the bank.
• WASH the money 1st.
• For 2yrs old and up: Supervise play
WITH the REAL money – sorting, grouping, stacking, comparing, arranging in
straight lines, counting,
• Give pocket money once a week: R1
per age of the child eg. R3 for 3yr old
every Friday.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Encourage children to play and move
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TEAM NEWS
Sales for Oct 2014

Total Sales for Oct ‘14 – R166,801
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Lynne Newman - Fourways
Meryl Bailey - Ferndale
Myrlin Kyle - Margate
Diane Evans - Margate
Ronel Otto - Linden

Congrats!

